
M AY M E S T E R  G l o b A l  E n G A G E M E n T  T R i p : 

Microfinance, Entrepreneurship and Development  
h o S T E d  bY  h u M A n  c o n n E c T i o n S  i n  L I M A  A N D  C U S C O,  P E R U

Moving education out of the classroom 
and into the field, this trip brings 

hands-on learning, cultural immersion, 
real relationships,  community impact, 
and once-in-a-lifetime adventure to the 

conscious and curious traveler. 

“Human Connections provided a boots-on-
the-ground experience that my students 
will be able to share with their peers and 
use as a stepping stone for their careers, 
regardless of the industry they choose.”

 - Professor Adam Grenier, Tufts University 
Faculty Leader of 2015 GET with HC



Human Connections works to inspire our travelers via hands-on learning experiences throughout 
Latin America. During this Global Engagement Trip, we will explore topics related to international 

development - including microfinance, entrepreneurship, and community building - via visits to the 
local organizations and people who have experience in these fields.

Trip Organization &Purpose 

ABOUT HUMAN CONNECTIONS
Human Connections is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
founded on the notion that seeing the
world from diverse perspectives inspires vision, innovation, 
and action towards lasting social change. Our work starts 
with our clients — low-income artisans, tradespeople, 
and business owners in Latin America. We then invite 
travelers and students to visit and interact with our clients 
through day tours, GETS, and internships. These unique 
experiences facilitate a mutually beneficial exchange of 
knowledge, perspectives, and resources. While our model 
is multifaceted, our goal is simple: to foster cross-cultural 
connections that have a positive and lasting impact on all 
people involved.

ABOUT OUR GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT TRIPS
Global Engagement Trips (GET) are immersive experiences 
for students eager to learn more about a certain topic 
outside of a typical classroom setting. HC develops 
international itineraries so that our guests can create 
personal relationships with local people and hear their 
stories. HC believes that through these face-to-face 
interactions, an exchange of knowledge occurs and 
enables a deeper level of understanding about the topic, 
country and its people.

During this GET in Peru,  we will explore microfinance and 
topics such as social business, micro-entrepreneurship 
and sustainable development via visits to organizations 
and local people who have first hand experience in these 
fields. These discussions are complemented with cultural 
sightseeing and unique adventure opportunities.  

ABOUT THE LOCATION: LIMA AND CUSCO, PERU
Lima is the capital of Peru and is located right on the 
Pacific coast. A bustling metropolis, Lima is rich with 
history and culture, and also functions as the center 
of economic development in Peru. Recent waves of 
migration from the countryside toward the city have 
transformed its social fabric, making Lima a diverse and 
modern hub that buzzes with activity, innovation, and 
--indeed--microfinance. 

Cusco, on the other hand, is a traditional jewel located 
in the Andean region and was once capital of the Inca 
Empire. Full of archaeological remains, Cusco is often 
the focal point for travelers embarking on the Inca 
Trail or exploring the Sacred Valley. Cusco’s richness 
in indigenous cultures, textiles and handicrafts, and 
astonishing landscapes makes it a fascinating setting 
for a hands-on learning experience, and provides a 
new context for understanding microfinance and social 
business compared to what we will see in Lima. 



The Logistics

“My favorite parts of the experience were 
the shared moments of understanding, 
whether that was with clients, locals, or 

other interns. In those shared moments, the 
learning was accelerated.” 

- SARAH, UNC CHAPEL HILL

DATES:  May 15 - May 28, 2016
This GET is designed specifically for students looking to take 
full advantage of their academic year through a Maymester 
trip. Maymester session begins after the end of the spring 
semester, and offers students an opportunity to complement 
their year’s studies through travel and hands-on learning 
before beginning their summer jobs. 

ACCOMMODATIONS: 
All participants will be staying in beautiful, secure, hotel-
style accommodations in both cities. Lodging is typically 
double occupancy, and includes all amenities (including hot 
water and Internet) needed to have a perfectly comfortable 
experience. 

WHAT’S INCLUDED:
• Lovely, safe hotel accommodations
• All meals
• All local transportation
• 24/7 support prior to and during the program
• Regular Internet and telephone access
• Translation services as needed throughout the 

experience (as such, Spanish proficiency is not a 
requirement for this program)

• Fair compensation for the people and organizations 
that we visit

• Through conversation with local entrepreneurs 

The logistics

and leaders, a personal understanding of 
complex topics like microfinance, community 
development, entrepreneurship, social 
businesses, and education equity. 

Note: international airfare is not included in the 
price, though domestic flights between Cusco and 
Lima are included.

PRICE PER PERSON:  
US$2,950 per person for the full two-week stay. This 
price is based on 15 participants and is subject to 
change depending on the number of participants. 
Our pricing breakdown is transparent so that our 
guests understand their role and impact; donations 
to local organizations and fair payments to the 
people we visit are included in our pricing.

In the past, participants have had great success fund-
raising to cover the costs of this trip. HC is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit, meaning that donations made 
to HC on your behalf may be tax deductible.

HOW TO APPLY: Please fill out the application 
form found at humanconnections.org/peru-get/. 
Afterward, applicants will be contacted by HC staff 
regarding next steps. 

DEADLINES:
Priority Deadline:

• Monday, November 30th, 2015
General Deadline:

• Monday, January 18th, 2016
• Friday, March 4th, 2016

Note: applicants will be accepted on a rolling basis 
and, as such, we cannot guarantee that there will 
still be space on the trip for those who apply near 
the final deadline. 



DAY 1
• Arrival and transportation to hotel in Lima
• Depending on arrival time, enjoy a Welcome Dinner in 

a restaurant or a prepared meal available in your hotel 
room as a late-night treat

• Get a good night’s sleep

DAY 2 - CULTURAL CONTExT
• Group breakfast at the hotel with a discussion about 

the itinerary, as well as local health and safety norms
• Get acquainted with Lima through a city tour of the 

historic center, including the impressive main plazas, 
and a tour of the Monastery of San Francisco and its 
extensive catacombs

• Enjoy a traditional lunch in the heart of the city
• Meet with a local professor and students from one 

of Lima’s leading universities for a seminar on Peru’s 
recent history and current context

• Dinner at an authentic Peruvian restaurant, including 
group discussion of our first impressions of Peru

• An evening visit to Parque de la Reserva, a beautiful 
and relaxing park with nightly water shows at its various 
fountains, complete with light shows and music

DAY 3 - MIGRATION AND DEvELOPMENT 
• Breakfast at the hotel
• Travel to La Ensenada, a community on the outskirts 

of the city remarkable for receiving recent waves of 
migrants and facing severe challenges in planning and 
development

• Visit Mano a Mano, a nonprofit that works to improve 
the living conditions of those living in Northern Lima. 
We will learn from their staff, enjoy a tour of their 
projects, and eat lunch in one of their “solidarity 
restaurants”, which was grown and developed by their 
clients and provides an important source of income and 
professional growth for its workers.

• Meet with two local entrepreneurs from La Ensenada
• Learn from these locals about the history, development 

and potential of this region, largely considered a 
shantytown

• Head back to Lima for a casual dinner and conversation

DAY 4 - THE POWER OF MICROFINANCE 
• Breakfast at the hotel
• A review of introductory concepts about microfinance 

in the conference room
• Travel to San Juan de Miraflores, a colorful and bustling 

district outside of the center of Lima that is expanding 
from migration to the area

• Visit the homes of three different entrepreneurs using 

micro-loans to understand the human story behind the 
academic concept we call microfinance

• Lunch in San Juan de Miraflores
• Meet one more entrepreneur who uses loans to grow 

her handicraft business
• Visit the offices of a local microfinance institution and 

engage in a Q&A with the loan officers 
• Travel back to Lima city center for a little free time to 

enjoy the city or relax
• Dinner in Lima and return to the hotel

DAY 5 - SOCIAL ENTERPRISE 
• Breakfast at the hotel
• Visit Wayra, a social enterprise incubator in Lima, to 

learn about the local startup scene
• Lunch in the city center at one of Lima’s oldest and 

most historic colonial bars
• Visit Lima Valley, a nonprofit that strives to connect 

entrepreneurs using innovative technologies
• Meet two entrepreneurs to hear about how they’ve 

been grown and thrived with the support of Wayra and/
or Lima Valley

• Enjoy a gourmet Peruvian dinner and the company 
of one of Lima’s leading experts on economic 
development and microfinance

• Return to hotel

DAY 6 - COMMUNITY DEvELOPMENT 
• Breakfast at the hotel
• Visit to La Casa de Panchita, a local organization and 

community center that offers support and educational 
opportunities to children and mothers working in the 
domestic sector

• Lunch in Miraflores
• Enjoy your last afternoon in Lima by either participating 

in an optional surf lesson below the cliffs of Miraflores 
(extra $30 USD/1.5 hour lesson with gear included) or 
by independently exploring the beautiful Miraflores and 
Barranco coastal areas

• Dinner and Happy Hour in Barranco to enjoy our last 
night in Lima

• Return to hotel

DAY 7 - TRAvEL DAY
• A group breakfast, debriefing our first week in Peru and 

looking ahead to our time in Cusco
• Return to airport for departure to Cusco
• Arrival and transportation to hotel in central Cusco
• Free time to get settled in and relax
• Welcome dinner at a popular local restaurant

Week 1: Lima



DAY 8 - NEW CONTExTS
• Breakfast at the hotel
• Guided city tour of Cusco’s impressive historical city 

center, including a visit to the main Cathedral, and a 
tour of Qorikancha, Inca ruins which form the base 
of the colonial church and the convent of Santo 
Domingo

• Lunch
• Hike up from city centre to Sacsayhuaman, an 

ancient Incan site which provides incredible views of 
the city

• Explore the San Pedros market in Cusco and 
experiment with local foods and traditions

• Enjoy some free time to explore the city
• Eat dinner in San Blas, the artistic district of Cusco, 

joined by a local cultural expert to give us a deeper 
understanding of the cultural roots and history of the 
region 

DAY 9: REvISITING MICROFINANCE
• Breakfast at the hotel
• Travel to San Jerónimo Community, a neighbourhood 

in Cusco where a few different MFI’s operate 
• Visit the homes of three different entrepreneurs and 

learn about their own personal experiences with 
microloans

• Lunch in San Jerónimo
• Learn about financial literacy education in Perú 

and how it has affected the development of the 
microfinance landscape in the region through a Q&A 
session with a local microfinance institution

• Travel back to Cusco city center
• Group dinner near the main plaza
• Optional salsa lessons at one of the bars in the 

historic center

DAY 10: MAINTAINING TRADITIONS
• Breakfast at the hotel
• Walk to and explore the Centro de Textiles 

Tradicionales del Cusco, a non-profit 
organization that embodies the concept of social 
entrepreneurship through its goal of fostering and 
preserving hand-made traditional textiles

• Learn about the history and current production of 
traditional textiles as well as the communities of 
weavers that the center works with

• Travel to the Amaru Community, home to a group 
of indigenous weavers, located in the heart of the 
Sacred Valley of the Incas

• Learn about the traditional weaving process 
conducted in this community along with the use of 
plants for natural dyes and medicinal products

• Lunch in the Amaru Community
• From there we will continue on to visit Pisac, the 

ruins of an Incan citadel and one of the Sacred 
Valley’s top archaeological sites

• Return to Cusco for a casual dinner

DAY 11 - SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES
• Breakfast and checkout at the hotel. Be sure to 

pack and store your belongings, as we leave for our 
overnight excursion in the evening

• Depart for Quillahuata, a community lying just 
outside of Cusco

• Meet with representatives from Peru’s Challenge, 
and learn about the organization’s efforts to create 
sustainable schools and communities in the areas 
surrounding Cusco

• Have lunch in the Quillahuata community
• Return to central Cusco
• Pick up belongings and depart to travel to Aguas 

Calientes, the town at the base of Machu Picchu
• Enjoy a late dinner and a relaxing evening in Aguas 

Calientes

DAY 12 - ExCURSION
• Wake up early to either hike or drive up Machu 

Picchu, catching the  first glimpse of this 
extraordinary  ancient city at sunrise

• Spend the morning exploring the “Lost City of the 
Incas”, a UNESCO World Heritage Site and one of the 
Seven Wonders of the Ancient World

• Return down to Aguas Calientes for a late lunch
• Spend the afternoon relaxing in and exploring Aguas 

Calientes, including a visit to the thermal baths to 
relax after the morning’s climb!

• Final dinner in Aguas Calientes, reflecting on the trip 
and all that we’ve learned

DAY 13 - TRAvEL DAY
• Early morning departure back to Cusco, then straight 

to the airport to catch our flight to Lima
• Here, we factor in an extra day of travel for those 

who can’t catch a flight out this same day. For those 
who need it, we provide the option to enjoy dinner 
and a comfortable hotel stay in Lima

DAY 14 - FLExIBLE TRAvEL DAY.

Week 2: Cusco



“[Now] I understand the power that forming personal connections can have on changing the world. By opening 
up to us about their personal stories and histories, the artisans and entrepreneurs we met altered my perspective 

on economic development. I was able to gain a completely different view about topics like microfinance and 
entrepreneurship because I interacted with people who had backgrounds different than my own.”

-PAM, UNC CHAPEL HILL

“I could easily say that the welcoming people of [the community], the amazing food, the opportunity to explore 
the area and interact on a more intimate level with locals, and the warm-hearted staff made this experience the 

best part of my junior year in college!” 
- KATHERINE, CORNELL UNIvERSITY

“The value that Human Connections adds to your travel experience is priceless. Not only do you come away 
with a better understanding of the community around you, but you also meet with real people who are using 

their skills to improve their lives and the lives of their children. The stories filled with pride, perseverance, 
and humility from the HC clients are words that will stay with you far beyond your time [abroad] . The Human 

Connections staff make these meaningful interactions possible, comfortable, and inspiring.”
- KARIN, GROUP LEADER OF A 2015 GET WITH HC

“Before this trip I had no idea what economic development looked like in real life. I had seen TED talks 
and heard podcasts, but nothing can replace the experience. This internship has given me the privilege of 

visualization. I can now see myself working with these people. I can see myself learning every day. I can see 
myself taking on a role in the social space that doesn’t involve an inherent trade-off between impact and 

income.”
-SARAH, UNC CHAPEL HILL

“I know this is cheesy, but this truly was a life-changing experience!  This trip exponentially accelerated my 
knowledge of microfinance, allowed me to experience the local culture, and, most importantly, helped me grow 
personally.  The directors of this program are amazing and fascinating individuals who I got to know personally 

and definitely want to keep in touch with!  I would recommend this trip to everyone without hesitation. ” 
- LARA, TUFTS UNIvERSITY

REACH OUT ANYTIME: 
humanconnections.org

  info@humanconnections.org
USA: 773-800-2811 

 Skype: HumanConnections
 Facebook.com/HumanConnections
Hidalgo #13, 3rd Floor, Col Centro. 

Bucerias, Nayarit, Mexico C.P. 63732

 Questions?


