
A D M I S S I O N S 
R E Q U I R E M E N T S
Admission to the Global Studies MA program is highly 
selective. A four-year undergraduate degree from an 
accredited college or university, or its international 
equivalent, is required. Students should have maintained 
at least a B grade average (cumulative 3.0 GPA) during 
their undergraduate careers. Prior experience, academic 
or work-related, dealing with global issues, and foreign 
language proficiency will be assets for admission. 
Students must have six semesters of university-level 
language courses or demonstrate proficiency through 
certification from the appropriate foreign language 
department at UNC-Chapel Hill. The foreign language 
requirement may be waived on a case-by-case basis  
for otherwise highly qualified candidates.

Online application to the Global Studies MA program 
is administered through UNC’s Graduate School 
(gradschool.unc.edu/admissions/instructions.html). 
Details on application requirements, including 
information on fees and deadlines, are listed there.  
We welcome applications and questions from any 
interested students.

T U I T I O N  and F I N A N C I A L 
A S S I S TA N C E
The Global Studies MA has a limited number of 
competitive fellowships and teaching assistantships 
available. Otherwise, students are responsible for their 
tuition, fees, and other expenses. For information on 
tuition and fees, see finance.unc.edu/saur/student-
account-services/tuition-and-fees.
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U N I V E R S I T Y  of N O R T H 
C A R O L I N A at C H A P E L H I L L
UNC-Chapel Hill is a public institution founded in 1789 
and is ranked in the top five public universities in the 
United States by US News and World Report. This prestige 
is based in part on UNC’s reputation as a world leader in 
global education. The University is consistently ranked 
among the best of global universities.

UNC-Chapel Hill offers hundreds of courses that Global 
Studies MA students might draw upon to fulfill their 
degree requirements. In addition, UNC students are 
able to take advantage of inter-university enrollment to 
take classes at North Carolina State University and Duke 
University, as appropriate to their concentrations and 
course needs.

The town of Chapel Hill is a vibrant international college 
town, and, along with Raleigh and Durham, is one of the 
anchors of the Research Triangle Park area.

L I F E  in the FedEx G L O B A L 
E D U C AT I O N  C E N T E R
The Curriculum in Global Studies is housed in the 
beautiful FedEx Global Education Center (GEC). The 
program has strong connections with international 
and areas studies centers that are also housed there, 
including the Center for Global Initiatives, the Global 
Research Institute, the Institute for the Study of the 
Americas, the African Studies Center, the Carolina Asia 
Center, the Center for European Studies, the Center for 
Slavic and Eastern European Studies, and the Carolina 
Center for the Study of the Middle East and Muslim 
Civilizations. The Centers actively support faculty 
and graduate student work across a wide number of 
disciplines. The FedEx GEC is also home to the Office  
for International Students and Scholars, UNC Global, 
and a full service café.
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C U R R I C U L U M  in  
G L O B A L  S T U D I E S 
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With over 800 students, the Curriculum in Global 
Studies is one of the largest undergraduate majors 
at UNC-Chapel Hill. MA students will interact with 
the undergraduate curriculum and faculty through 
events, courses, and teaching opportunities. 
UNC-Chapel Hill is at the forefront of defining the 
emerging field of global studies.

U N C  G L O B A L 
global.unc.edu

UNC Global is responsible for the strategic execution 
of UNC’s internationalization objectives: to infuse 
a global dimension throughout the University’s 
teaching, research, and service activities; to deepen 
and broaden UNC’s global reach; and to enhance 
its global visibility. UNC Global serves the entire 
campus by supporting, promoting, and facilitating 
UNC’s global priorities, and represents the University 
in its work to bring a global vision and international 
engagement to the state, region, and nation.

UNC Global and the Area Studies Centers and 
Institutes have established important strategic 
partnerships and ties around the world. Strategic 
partnerships provide opportunities for joint 
research and teaching, grants, conferences, 
student exchange, and institutional collaboration.

UNC’s strategic partners include:
•	 King’s	College	London

•	 Malawi	Ministry	of	Health/UNC	Project-Malawi

•	 National	University	of	Singapore

•	 Peking	University

•	 Tsinghua	University

•	 Universidad	San	Francisco	de	Quito/ 
Galapagos Initiative

In addition, the Study Abroad Office has relationships 
with hundreds of institutions around the world to 
facilitate students’ international opportunities.

O U R  M I S S I O N :
To prepare future leaders 
with the knowledge, 
experience, and skills 
needed to understand 
and respond to the 
nature of global change.

The Global Studies Master of Arts is 
a two-year interdisciplinary applied 
research degree that combines 
scholarly rigor with practical skills. 
Students enrolled in the program will 
focus on analysis of trans-regional 
and trans-national themes, events 
and processes that affect states and 
societies around the world, such as 
social movements; the diffusion of, 
and clashes over, democracy and 
social norms; implications of global 
trade, investment, and production; 
and the effects of migration and 
employment patterns. 

P R O G R A M  of S T U DY
Concentrations
MA students select one of three possible areas of 
concentration: 

•	 Global Politics, Institutions, and Societies 
Democracy, constitutional design and conflict, 
varying understandings of human rights and 
citizenship.

•	 Global Economy 
Economic and human development, including 
aspects of international aid and investment and 
global trade and finance.

•	 Global Migration and Labor Rights  
Labor rights, work in the developed and 
developing world, and the impact of migration  
on economies and communities. 

Global Studies MA students will complete 36 credits: 
15 credits comprised of core courses, methodology, 
and writing credit; 21 elective credits in an area of 
concentration. Students will be required to complete 
and defend a research or policy paper. Class size will 
be approximately 10 students per year. 

International & Field Experience Requirements
During the third semester of the two-year program, 
Global Studies MA students are encouraged to 
pursue internships, field research, or study abroad 
to supplement their experiences and learning in 
their chosen concentrations. Students will receive 
academic credit for field experiences.

For More Information
Please	scan	this	QR	Code	to	learn	more	 
about the MA in Global Studies.

C A R E E R S
UNC’s Curriculum in Global Studies has alumni 
working in government agencies, diplomacy, the 
United Nations, journalism, education, human rights 
NGOs, global health, and international business and 
finance. Graduates of the MA program will be able to 
draw on the Curriculum’s extensive alumni network. 


